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OUT OF COUNTRY ADDRESSES &  837 4010 EMC PRE-PASS 
EDITING 

The electronic media claims (EMC) system reviews every claim for a number of pre-pass 
edits to ensure that claim data is valid.  If a claim contains missing or incorrect 
information, one of two things will happen because of a pre-pass edit. 
 
 1. If an informational edit is in effect, the claim, batch, or file will process normally.  

The informational edit identifies the error and alerts the submitter in order to correct 
future claims. 

 
2. If a delete edit is in effect, the claim, batch, or file will not process normally; it 

deletes from the claims processing system and alerts the submitter to the error. 
 

Addresses are present in various loops in an electronic claim.  For electronic claims, the 
state code is required and must be present and valid unless the country code is used.  
The state code edits set if N402 is present and is an invalid code OR if N402 = spaces 
AND N404 (Country Code) = spaces or a valid country code.  Spaces or CAN are 
acceptable values.  Alpha numeric zip codes are also acceptable. 
 

Element Description 
N401 City 
N402 State 
N403 Postal Code (Zip Code) 
N404 County Code 

 
Claims with a foreign address are subject to the mandatory electronic claims submission 
requirements for Medicare and are not an Administrative Simplification Compliance Act 
(ASCA) exception. 
 
For a complete list of valid country codes, go to:  
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/m49/m49alpha.htm 
 
A complete list of current 4010A1 pre-pass edits, as well as a detailed description, is  
available in the WPS Bulletin Board in the EDI file library in the HIPAA directory (file 
name: 4010_401.doc) or on the WPS web site:  
 
It is important that you receive and review your prepass reports.  A complete list of 
current 4010A1 pre-pass edits, as well as a detailed description is available on the WPS 
web site:  http://www.wpsic.com/edi/pdf/medicare_prepass_edits.pdf 
 
If you need additional information, you may also contact the WPS EDI Hotline Hotline:  
866-503-9670. 
 


