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Description:   
 
Proton Beam Radiotherapy is a method of delivering radiation to diseased tissue while 
limiting damage to adjacent normal tissue, since proton beams have less scatter than other 
sources of radiation. 
 
Indications of Coverage:  
 
Proton Beam Radiotherapy is considered medically necessary for any of the following 
indications: 

 
A. Melanoma of the uveal tract (iris, choroids, or ciliary body) 

 
B. Chordoma or chondrosarcoma of the skull base or cervical spine 

 
C. Intracranial arteriovenous malformations not amenable to other forms of treatment 

 
D. Pituitary neoplasms 

 

Limitations of Coverage:   
 
A. Review contract and endorsements for exclusions and prior authorization or benefit 

requirements. 
 
B. If used for a condition/diagnosis other than is listed in the Indications of Coverage, deny as 

experimental or investigative. 
 
C. If used for a condition/diagnosis that is listed in the Indications of Coverage, but the criteria 

are not met, deny as not medically necessary. 
 

Documentation Required:   
 

 Documentation supporting an appropriate diagnosis 
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Rationale:   
 
Studies comparing PBRT to conventional RT found no difference in survival rate; 
however, because there is less scatter, PBRT minimizes collateral damage to adjacent 
structures and allows increased RT to the site of disease. PBRT has been shown to be 
especially effective in treating disease next to structures where surgery or conventional 
radiation is not possible. The studies regarding the use of PBRT for prostate cancer have 
not shown improved outcomes with the use of PBRT when compared to standard 
treatment.  
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